Responsibility

Principal’s Message

Dear Bolton Crossing Families:
It is so hard to believe that it is already the
Holiday Season! The school year is moving so
quickly, however students and staff are staying
focused on instruction. Please take a moment to
see what your child has been learning. Also, if you
were unable to make it in for a Parent/Teacher
Conference please try to contact the school and
speak with your child’s teacher so that you may
better understand how to assist them in making
academic progress.
I encourage you to read the newsletter
thoroughly and make note of the important dates
and events these next few weeks. I hope that you
will have some quality time to spend with your
family over the holidays and we will see you next
year!
Sincerely,
Michele Harkins, Principal

Respect

Honesty

Perseverance

Caring

Up and Coming….
December 2017 and January 2018
Tuesday, Dec. 5th..Grade 3 Title I Event
More information coming home soon from
Teachers.
Monday, Dec. 11th….Interim Go Home
Tuesday, Dec. 12th…PTA Meeting at 7 PM
Tuesday, Dec. 12th & Wednesday, 13th….
3rd Grade IOWA Testing
Thursday, Dec. 14th...Children’s Theatre
At 1 PM “Snow Queen”
Friday, Dec. 15th..Lightning Bolt of the Month
Assembly at 1:30 PM
Monday, Dec. 18th...Last Day for Food Drive
Wednesday, Dec. 20th...Cookies with Santa
Thursday, Dec. 21st—Tuesday, Jan. 2, 2018.
WINTER BREAK NO SCHOOL
Tuesday, Jan. 9th...PTA Meeting at 7 PM
Thursday, Jan. 11th..PTA Reflections Voting@
Holt Intermediate School@ 6 pm
Friday, Jan 12th...End of 2nd 9 Weeks
Monday, Jan 15th..No School MLK Day
Tuesday, Jan. 16th..No School
Teacher Professional Work Day
Friday, Jan. 19th...Family Dance Night at
6-8 pm Beach Theme
Friday, Jan. 26th..Lightning Bolt of the Month
Assembly at 1:30 PM

Curriculum News
Kindergarten
Literacy: During writing workshop time, we are working on securing our letter knowledge and labeling pictures with words.
Math: We are working on representing different amounts on ten frames, as well as counting objects up to 20.

First Grade
Literacy: We are working on writing opinion pieces in writing. They will be able to state their opinion, given reasons why, and close
their opinion. We are also working on hearing sounds in words and writing those sounds.
Math: We are continuing to work on solving various types of story problems. Right now we are working on solving change unknown
story problems. This is where we are given the starting quantity and the sum and need to find out the missing addend in the middle.
For example: 13+?=20.

Second Grade
Literacy: We are focusing on nonfiction standards and using the text to find the meaning of words and/or new information.
Math: We continue to focus on making meaning out of story problems and solving them correctly. Furthermore, we are
strengthening our subtraction strategies with one, two, and three-digit numbers.

Third Grade
Literacy: In reading, we are working on sequencing of reading text. We will also be taking our next reading tests for the Third Grade
Reading Guarantee. More information will be coming home soon. In writing, the focus is on writing paragraphs in relation to opinion
writing as well as moving into informational writing.
Math: We are working on understanding the concept of multiplication and division. We are also extending our sense of telling time
and learning about elapsed time. Please ask students various questions about time as to what time it will be in the future.

Fourth Grade
Literacy: In language arts we are working on informational writing about famous Ohioans. In reading students are working on the
plot of different fiction stories. They need to know the problem, climax, and solution of these fiction stories. Students are then going
to learn to write summaries for fiction stories.
Math: In fourth grade we are working on multiplication concepts in math. Students are learning multiple strategies to solve stand
alone problems and story problems.

Inclement Weather Procedures – Calamity Days
We understand that the decision to keep schools open or close them in bad weather has a big impact on our families and staff. We also
know that our students are better served – both academically and socially – by being in school. Please know that the safety of our
students and staff is always our top priority in any decision of this sort.
WHO MAKES THE DECISION?
The superintendent of schools is responsible for the final decision, based on the factors listed below and recommendations from key
staff members.
WHEN IS THE DECISION MADE?
We make every effort to make our decision by 5:30 a.m. or earlier so we can notify radio and TV stations and post the decision on our
Web site (www.swcsd.us), Facebook and Twitter. If we wait longer to announce a closing, our buses are already on the road and many
parents will have already left for work, leaving their children at home unsupervised.
HOW ARE PARENTS AND THE PUBLIC NOTIFIED?
Parents will receive a telephone call and/or e-mail through our parent notification system when the decision is made to close
school. Please make sure your emergency contact information is up-to-date through the Infinite Campus Parent Portal
(Contact Preferences) to receive your notification.
We will also continue to notify the media of all school closings. Parents can check our Web site for closing information (www.swcsd.us)
and/or sign up for Facebook or Twitter notification through the Web site. Many of our local television stations have immediate
notifications that can be sent to your e-mail, cell phone or home phone. Given the fact we have approximately 20,685 students, we ask
that you not call the school or the district offices, unless it is an emergency.
HOW DO WE MAKE OUR DECISION?
The decision to keep schools open or close schools in bad weather is based on a careful analysis of various factors including:
Information on road conditions from the transportation staff and local police departments. Careful consideration is given to the
most dangerous roads and intersections in the district. Your street may look clear, but travel elsewhere in the district may be very dangerous. The opposite is also true.
The amount of snow and ice that has accumulated.
Whether the conditions are worsening or improving.
Building conditions such as whether the buildings have electricity, heat and water.
Parking lot and sidewalk conditions. We keep in constant contact with our maintenance and custodial staff to make sure our school locations can be safely cleared.
Temperature and wind chill. We do not publish a specific temperature or wind chill at which schools will be closed as different sources
can report different air temperatures. In most cases, schools can remain open even when air temperatures fall below zero.
Weather predictions. We prefer not to make our decisions based upon weather predictions, which are not always accurate. Sometimes,
this is unavoidable due to the nature of the weather in our part of the state.
What other area school districts are doing. We share information with other local school districts and check their status. This does not
mean that South-Western Schools will automatically be closed if Columbus City Schools are closed.
WILL WE HAVE A TWO-HOUR DELAY?
The district has studied a two-hour delay as part of the decision to keep school open or to close. As we studied this option we involved a
variety of staff, community, and parents. Based upon the vast differences in the 119-square mile geographic areas of the district, it was
determined that in those rare cases when a two-hour delay would be an option it would be more appropriate to close school for that
day. Part of this reasoning is based upon those situations in which a two-hour delay would eventually become a school closing.
Students may be left without child care, care givers outside the district may not be appropriately prepared for the change, a student
may be left at a bus stop for an extended period of time waiting for a bus, or an individual may not receive word of the change.

WILL SWCSD CLOSE SCHOOL IF CONDITIONS WORSEN?
Please remember that for the safety of our students and staff, we cannot reverse an early morning decision to keep schools open –
even if weather conditions worsen. This could endanger many of our students as our parents rely on the information and leave for
work.
If we close schools early and send students home, many return to unsupervised bus stops and empty houses. While we make every
attempt to avoid early dismissal, if conditions worsen during the day or we lose power and/or heat, we may be forced to close school
early, dismissing the high school students first. In the event of such a decision, we will notify parents through our Parent Notification
System of the change. We also urge you to pay close attention to local radio and television stations, and Web sites for timely updates. Students will not be able to use school telephones to make arrangements, so please have an emergency back-up plan in place in
the event of an unexpected dismissal.
Please know that we do our best to keep our students and staff safe during inclement weather. There is no perfect decision for everyone. We hope this explanation helps everyone understand the process that our staff members and superintendent use to make the
safest possible decision for everyone.

Television Stations

WCMH (NBC-4)

www.nbc4i.com (text and e-mail alerts available through sign up)

WSYX (ABC-6)

www.abc6onyourside.com (text message alerts available through sign up)

WTTE (Fox-28)

www.myfox28columbus.com (text alerts available through sign up)

WBNS (Channel 10)

www.10tv.com (e-mail alerts available through sign up)

ONN (Ohio News Now)

www.ohionewsnow.com (e-mail alerts available through sign up)

Web sites
www.swcsd.us
www.dispatch.com
www.thisweeknews.com
www.columbusmessenger.com

Social Media sites
Facebook: www.facebook.com/swcsd
Twitter: @SWCSD

We Value Our Virtues
At Bolton Crossing we continue our message to students on the importance of
showing respect, responsibility, honesty, caring and perseverance. Each morning we recognize our students who have demonstrated these virtues at school.
Please ask your child about how we celebrated their accomplishments on our
morning announcements. We encourage our families to participate in this
learning by letting us know how your child has demonstrated respect,
responsibility, honesty, caring or perseverance at home or in the community.
Please complete the paper below and return to our school office with your child.
We will be sure to celebrate their accomplishments at school.

Our Virtues: RESPECT RESPONSIBILITY HONESTY CARING PERSEVERANCE
Child’s Name
Teacher
Showed one or more virtues at home or in our community by:

Parent’s Name

